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not get wounded or you will have to 
pay extra for your health care. 

Shame on this terrible veterans 
budget. 

f 

SOUND ECONOMIC POLICY 

(Mr. KNOLLENBERG asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, 
sound economic policy cannot be made 
in a vacuum. Today I am introducing a 
resolution to help take steel policy out 
of that vacuum. 

My resolution calls on the Commerce 
Department and the International 
Trade Commission, the ITC, to simply 
consider domestic steel consumers 
when they decide whether to continue 
duties on imported steel. 

Although Commerce and the ITC 
have the authority to consider steel 
consumers in sunset reviews, they tra-
ditionally have not done so, and frank-
ly, that is simply wrong. 

Steel consumers are hurting, and un-
necessary distortion in the steel mar-
ket is the reason why. 

As decisions are made about the im-
port duties on steel products, does it 
not make sense to consider the impact 
on steel consumers? 

Some steel duties are still necessary, 
but some are not. The deck should not 
be stacked in favor of keeping unneces-
sary duties. 

Let us look at the full impact. It is a 
matter of fundamental fairness. 

f 

THE PRESIDENT’S BUDGET 

(Ms. KILPATRICK of Michigan asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. KILPATRICK of Michigan. Mr. 
Speaker, this week the President deliv-
ered a $2.5 trillion budget to Congress 
and the American people. What was 
missing was nearly a trillion dollars 
for his plan for Social Security. 

What was missing was the $1.8 bil-
lion, the cost of making the tax cuts 
permanent and retiring tax cuts. 

What was missing was the cost of the 
war in Iraq. He has already spent $280 
billion. He has asked for $80 billion 
more, none of it in the budget. 

What was in the budget was $60 bil-
lion cut for Medicaid. Over 40 million 
people, children and poor people, a $60 
billion cut. 

What was missing was a $2 billion cut 
that was in the budget for community 
development block grants, monies to 
cities and towns to build their infra-
structure, to help in their housing and 
other local community programs. 

What was in the budget was a cut to 
Upward Bound, TRIO and other edu-
cation programs, cuts to our fire-
fighters, at the same time asking for 
permanent tax cuts. We have got to do 
better and I hope we will. 

THE BULGARIAN MIRACLE 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in appreciation of 
the strong partnership between the 
United States and Bulgaria. 

For over 100 years the United States 
has enjoyed diplomatic relations with 
Bulgaria. With its new era of democ-
racy, our two countries now stand to-
gether in the war on terrorism and our 
friendship is stronger than ever. 

Bulgaria is a new democracy which 
recognizes the importance of fur-
thering freedom throughout the world. 
By sending over 400 troops to rebuild 
Iraq and train security forces, the 
country is playing an important role in 
helping the Iraqi people. Also, with a 
contingent in Afghanistan, Bulgaria is 
protecting the modern world by con-
taining terrorists at the source. 

Bulgaria is also a country of great 
accomplishment. Last year I was hon-
ored to meet Prime Minister Simeon 
Saxe-Coburg Gotha and to attend the 
White House ceremony honoring Bul-
garia’s admission into NATO. Under 
his leadership, the Bulgarian economy 
is being transformed and EU admission 
is planned in 2 years. 

During my visits to Bulgaria, I have 
seen firsthand the Bulgarian miracle, 
the establishment of a dynamic democ-
racy and the restoration of economic 
freedom. 

As the co-chair of the Congressional 
Bulgaria Caucus with the gentlewoman 
from California (Mrs. TAUSCHER), it is 
also my privilege to work with Ambas-
sador Elena Poptodorova. 

In conclusion, may God bless our 
troops and we will never forget Sep-
tember 11. 

f 

NO TO PRICE INDEXING AND 
PRIVATIZATION 

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KUCINICH. Social Security bene-
fits have steadily increased over the 
years because they have long been cal-
culated by indexing them to wage in-
creases which on the average go up 3.6 
percent a year, so Social Security ben-
efits increase with rising wages. 

The administration wants to change 
all of that. They want to index Social 
Security benefits according to price in-
creases, not wages. As a result, mil-
lions of future retirees will see their fu-
ture Social Security benefits reduced 
as much as 40 percent because prices do 
not increase as fast as wages. 

Let me give an example. If you began 
work in 1959, retired in 2003 at age 65, 
under wage indexing where benefits 
rise with rising wages, you get $1,158 a 
month. Under price indexing, your ben-
efits would be frozen. You would get 
only $701 a month. So there would be a 

40 percent cut in benefits with price in-
dexing and a person would lose over 
$100,000 in retirement benefits over a 
lifetime. 

Why the switch to price indexing? 
Because privatization is going to cre-
ate an additional shortfall. The admin-
istration is going to have to borrow 
money to set up private accounts, and 
the shortfall is going to be for 45 years. 
They are going to have to borrow up to 
$15 trillion. They are going to try to 
get the money off the backs of Amer-
ica’s retirees. It is wrong. No to privat-
ization and no to price indexing. 

f 

CLOSING CRITICAL LOOPHOLES 

(Mr. REICHERT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, on Sep-
tember 11 terrorists struck the heart of 
the American people. By infiltrating 
our country and living among us, these 
enemies were able to plot and execute 
an attack on thousands of innocent 
Americans. It is imperative they do not 
have that opportunity again. 

Driver’s licenses are the primary 
identification document in the United 
States, yet 11 States, including my 
home State, Washington, do not re-
quire applicants to provide proof they 
are in the country legally to obtain 
IDs. The 9/11 Commission report states: 
‘‘For terrorists, travel documents are 
as important as weapons.’’ 

These gaps in the system are critical 
loopholes. With a driver’s license, the 
wrong person can then go on to pur-
chase a firearm, rent a car, and board 
a plane. 

Mr. Speaker, as a former law enforce-
ment officer of over 33 years, I can 
speak firsthand to the danger of fire-
arms in the wrong hands. We do not 
need to make it easier for the terror-
ists to get weapons. I urge my col-
leagues to vote for the REAL ID Act 
today and take another stop to a more 
secure Nation. 

f 

WHERE IS REPUBLICAN OUTRAGE? 

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, yesterday we and the 
American public found out that the 
Bush administration once again has 
not been telling us the truth about the 
cost of the Medicare prescription drug 
benefit. It now appears it is going to 
cost over a trillion dollars. When they 
debated it on the floor of Congress, 
they said it was going to cost $300 bil-
lion, and at the same time, of course, 
the administration and the Republican 
leadership kept the people from coming 
forward with the real information that 
they thought it was going to cost $600 
billion. 

Now it is over a trillion dollars. 
Where is the Republican outrage? 
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Where is the Republican commitment 
to balance budgets and fiscal responsi-
bility? No, they have instead chosen to 
lower their voices. 

I wonder if it has anything to do with 
the fact that those Members with inde-
pendent voices in the Republican Cau-
cus lost their positions. Those who had 
independent voices on the Committee 
on Standards of Official Conduct and 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
lost their chairmanship and their posi-
tions. The gentleman from New Jersey 
(Mr. SMITH) who spoke out independ-
ently on behalf of America’s veterans 
lost his chairmanship and even his po-
sition on that committee. 

Mr. Speaker, I wonder what has hap-
pened to those independent voices for 
the good of this Nation and the Repub-
lican Party. 

f 

HONORING SPECIALIST LYLE 
RYMER, II 

(Mr. BOOZMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor one of America’s brav-
est, Specialist Lyle Rymer, II, who was 
a lifelong resident of the Fort Smith, 
Oklahoma, area. Lyle was recently 
killed in Iraq while honorably serving 
his country. 

A member of Arkansas Army Na-
tional Guard’s 239th Engineering Com-
pany, Lyle was killed by an enemy 
sniper on January 28 while guarding 
members of his unit who were erecting 
barricades in preparation for the Iraqi 
elections. Lyle was a true hero who 
was on the ground, helping a new de-
mocracy prepare for their first free 
elections in over 50 years. 

It seems that universally the mem-
bers of Lyle’s unit have the utmost re-
spect for him. In news reports, they de-
scribed him as a go-getter, someone 
who always strived to achieve more 
than was asked of him. 

Mr. Speaker, Specialist Lyle Rymer, 
II, at the age of 24, made the ultimate 
sacrifice for his country. He is a true 
American hero. I ask my colleagues to 
keep Lyle’s family and friends in their 
thoughts and prayers during these dif-
ficult times. 

f 

SOCIAL SECURITY TRANSITION 
COSTS 

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, Presi-
dent Bush says the transition cost for 
his Social Security plan will cost about 
$700 billion in the first year, but can 
Members believe him? Let us look at 
the President’s record on estimating 
costs for his programs. Two years ago 
he promised his Medicare prescription 
drug bill would cost from 300 to 400 bil-
lion over 10 years. This week the Presi-
dent was forced to admit that it now 

will cost more than $1.2 trillion. That 
is four times what he said when he was 
lobbying my colleagues to vote for the 
Medicare prescription drug bill a cou-
ple of years ago. 

Now the President wants the Amer-
ican people to believe his Social Secu-
rity privatization plan will only cost 
$700 billion in the first year, but other 
estimates have it at nearly $2 trillion 
in the first year to transition to his 
privatization plan. 

b 1015 

The President, Mr. Speaker, in my 
opinion, has proven time and time 
again that he simply cannot estimate 
the cost of his programs; and we simply 
cannot afford to buy into his risky So-
cial Security privatization bill. It is 
going to cost a lot more. It is going to 
cut benefits, and it is a risky privatiza-
tion plan. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR FURTHER CONSID-
ERATION OF H.R. 418, REAL ID 
ACT OF 2005 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 75 and ask for 
its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 75 

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
further consideration of the bill (H.R. 418) to 
establish and rapidly implement regulations 
for State driver’s license and identification 
document security standards, to prevent ter-
rorists from abusing the asylum laws of the 
United States, to unify terrorism-related 
grounds for inadmissibility and removal, and 
to ensure expeditious construction of the 
San Diego border fence. No further general 
debate shall be in order. The bill shall be 
considered for amendment under the five- 
minute rule. The amendment printed in part 
A of the report of the Committee on Rules 
accompanying this resolution shall be con-
sidered as adopted in the House and in the 
Committee of the Whole. The bill, as amend-
ed, shall be considered as the original bill for 
the purpose of further amendment and shall 
be considered as read. No further amendment 
to the bill, as amended, shall be in order ex-
cept those printed in part B of the report of 
the Committee on Rules. Each further 
amendment may be offered only in the order 
printed in the report, may be offered only by 
a Member designated in the report, shall be 
considered as read, shall be debatable for the 
time specified in the report equally divided 
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment, 
and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question in the House or in the 
Committee of the Whole. All points of order 
against such further amendments are 
waived. At the conclusion of consideration of 
the bill for amendment the Committee shall 
rise and report the bill, as amended, to the 
House with such further amendments as may 
have been adopted. The previous question 
shall be considered as ordered on the bill and 
amendments thereto to final passage with-
out intervening motion except one motion to 
recommit with or without instructions. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FOSSELLA). The gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. SESSIONS) is recognized for 1 hour. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, for the 
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS), pending 
which I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. During consideration of 
this resolution, all time yielded is for 
the purpose of debate only. 

The rule under consideration com-
pletes the work begun by the general 
debate rule passed yesterday by the 
House. It provides for further consider-
ation of the rule under a structured 
rule and provides that no further gen-
eral debate shall be in order. 

This rule provides that the amend-
ment printed in part A of the Com-
mittee on Rules report accompanying 
the resolution shall be considered as 
adopted in the House and in the Com-
mittee of the Whole and that the bill, 
as amended, shall be considered as the 
original bill for the purpose of further 
amendment and shall be considered as 
read. 

It makes in order only those amend-
ments printed in part B of the report 
and provides that these amendments 
may be offered only in the order print-
ed in the report and only by a Member 
designated in the report. These amend-
ments shall be considered as read, shall 
be debatable for the time specified in 
the report equally divided and con-
trolled by the proponent and opponent, 
shall not be subject to amendment, and 
shall not be subject to a demand for di-
vision of the question in the House or 
in the Committee of the Whole. 

Finally, this rule waives all points of 
order against the amendments printed 
in part B of the report and provides for 
one motion to recommit with or with-
out instructions. 

Mr. Speaker, this rule will complete 
the work begun yesterday on H.R. 418, 
the REAL ID Act of 2005. As a number 
of our colleagues have already made it 
very clear during the debate yesterday 
of an hour and 40 minutes, this legisla-
tion will continue the efforts of our 
President, George W. Bush, the 9/11 
Commission, and of Congress to ensure 
that America never suffers another ter-
rorist attack like the tragedy of Sep-
tember 11, 2001. 

H.R. 418, authored by the gentleman 
from Wisconsin (Chairman SENSEN-
BRENNER) will improve security by fo-
cusing on four main areas: Number 
one, implementing much-needed driv-
er’s license reform, closing asylum 
loopholes, defending our borders, and 
strengthening our deportation laws. 

Implementing the driver’s license re-
forms included in H.R. 418 will provide 
for greater security for the American 
people. Because of lax standards and 
loopholes in the various current State 
issuance processes, terrorists have been 
allowed to obtain driver’s licenses, 
often multiple driver’s licenses from 
different States, and abuse these false 
identities for illegal and harmful pur-
poses. The September 11 hijackers had 
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